A manifesto for older people’s housing – April 2012
The Housing and Ageing Alliance is asking all political parties campaigning in the May 2012 elections to sign up to five key pledges to improve the lives of older people.  A copy of the manifesto can be downloaded here.   
Homes, communities and housing services should be planned and designed to enable choice, inclusion and independence in later life.  Outlined below is further information on each of the five pledges.  

1. DELIVER more and better housing options for those in later life

Nearly a third of all homes are already lived in by people over retirement age and older people will account for nearly half of new household growth by 2026.  More and better accommodation suitable for older people is urgently needed.  Local authorities can help by:  
· Developing, promoting and supporting housing related policies and practical initiatives that enable older and disabled people to live independently in their own homes for as long as they wish.
· Plan for and build a range of retirement and supported housing options across all tenures.

· Fast track home adaptations and repairs, incorporating fall prevention measures.
· Integrate housing options advice and housing-related support into hospital discharge systems and public health prevention programmes.
· Future proof all new homes, thereby saving money in the longer term, by building in features that enable people to live independently across the lifespan.

· Invest in housing-related support and existing housing stock to enable independence.
Further information can also be found in the report by the All Party Parliamentary Group on Housing and Care for Older People, entitled the Living Well at Home Inquiry, which was published in July 2011. 
2. COMMIT to great design

Over a million older people feel socially isolated, although most only need ‘that little bit of help’ to stay living independently.  Planning and developing homes, environments and neighbourhoods can help to meet the needs of this age group and others.  Local authorities can help by:
· Developing housing and neighbourhoods that foster community involvement (e.g. through good intergenerational planning and design for all ages).
· Introduce simple, low cost ‘Lifetime Neighbourhoods’ features such as more public seating, better lighting and more public toilets.
· Involve public health in planning healthier homes and neighbourhoods for all ages.
Further information can be found in the report Lifetime Neighbourhoods published by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) in December 2011, and the World Health Organisation’s Age Friendly Cities work.
3. PROVIDE good advice on housing options and practical housing help

The provision of independent, impartial information and advice about later life housing and care options, alongside help with home adaptations, repairs and ‘move on’ schemes can play a key role in supporting older people in making housing and care decisions.  Local authorities can help by:
· Providing high quality, independent and impartial advice about housing and care options that help people to make best use of their available resources.

· Provide a fast, effective home adaptations service which integrates with health provision.  Home improvement agencies can play a key role in delivering repairs, adaptations and move on services.  Visit the Foundations website for more information.  

· Support and promote the national, independent housing and care advice service, FirstStop, which enables self help and housing decisions in later life.

Further information can also be found in the DCLG report, Evaluation of Handyperson Services, published in 2012 plus Cambridge University’s evaluation of FirstStop. 

4. PROTECT social care budgets

Over two thirds (69%) of people aged over 65 have a disability or limiting long-standing illness and a growing number have dementia.  Local authorities can help address some of the challenges experienced in social care by:

· Committing to supporting the health and welfare of older people in the local area by protecting adult social care budgets.

· Supporting independent living at home through personalised, community based care, support and re-ablement. 
· Implementing prevention programmes to reduce care demand. 

· Involving housing in plans for the future funding of care.
· Developing a range of retirement and supported housing options across tenures as an alternative to residential and hospital care.
For more details see the recent AgeUK report, Care in Crisis.
5. APPOINT an Older People’s Champion

Local authorities must join up their planning and commissioning of housing, care and health

provision for older people.  An Older People’s Champion held by an elected councillor can help to achieve this and ensure the voice of older people is heard in every department.  
Such a requirement is already mandatory across Wales where each local authority has established a 50+ forum to ensure that there is opportunity for older people to participate in the decisions that affect them.  
The Health Select Committee’s recent report on social care recommended that a single Commissioner for all older people services should be established in each area bringing together all different funding streams. 

If you would like to sign up to these pledges, please email info@careandrepair-england.org.uk with your details, which will then be added to the list below:

Candidates supporting the Manifesto:
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	Area
	Party

	
	
	


