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AGE-FRIENDLY HOUSING          
Future design for older people

Further Reading
To accompany RIBA’s publication, the Housing LIN and Levitt Bernstein have produced this separate 
Reading List that brings together a selection of further publications (not referenced in Age-Friendly 
Housing: Future design for older people) that you may find helpful as background reading.  This has now 
been further updated (3rd edition, July 2019) to reflect a selection of further relevant reports that have 
been published since the New Year. 

Readers are also encouraged to visit the Housing LIN’s website at: www.housinglin.org.uk to access an 
extensive range of other free resources on designing, planning, commissioning, funding, developing and 
managing housing for an ageing population. 

For more about Age-Friendly Housing: Future design for older people and how to order your copy from RIBA 
Bookshops, visit www.housinglin.org.uk/RIBA-age-friendly-housing/ 

Key Websites
These two key webpages contain a comprehensive record of design-related resources relating to age-
friendly and accessible housing are: 

https://www.zotero.org/groups/234052/riba_research/items/collectionKey/ITFIKCH2 

https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/browse/Design-building/

New Publications in the 3rd Edition
For a list of reports published in 2019, since our 2nd Edition, see the Appendix on page 14.

Useful Resources / Publications
Adams, S., White, K. ‘Older People, Decent Homes and Fuel Poverty: an analysis based on the English 
House Condition Survey’, Help the Aged, 2006

The Adaptation and Resilience in the Context of Change (ARCC) network, ‘Ageing & mobility in the built 
environment’, https://www.arcc-network.org.uk/wp-content/pdfs/Ageing-booklet-web.pdf, 2017

Age Action Alliance. ‘Neighbourhoods of the Future - Better homes for older adults’, Age Action Alliance, 
https://www.agileageing.org/page/neighbourhoods-future/, 2017

All Party Parliamentary Group on Ageing and Older People. ‘Decent and Accessible Homes for Older People’, 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/appg/appg-for-
ageing-and-older-people---report-on-decent-and-accessible-homes-for-older-people.pdf, 2019
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Alzheimer’s Society. ‘Dementia Friendly Housing Charter: A guidance toolkit for a dementia-friendly 
approach to housing’, Alzheimer’s Society, https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-involved/dementia-
friendly-communities/organisations/housing-charter, 2017

Appello. ‘Fast forward to digital care: Why digital tops housing providers’ agenda’, Appello,  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Appello_Fast_Forward_
to_Digital_Care.pdf  
https://www.appello.co.uk/downloads, 2017

Arnold, L. A, ’21st Century Eco-Almshouse: St. John’s Almshouses, Lichfield’,  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/Housing_LIN_case_
studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_150_St-Johns-Almshouses.pdf , 2019

Ball, M. & Nanda, A. ‘Household attributes and the future demand for retirement housing’, International 
Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 6.1, 2013.

Barac, M. & Park, J. ‘Housing our Ageing Population: Panel for Innovation’, Homes and Communities 
Agency, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/The-Housing-our-Ageing-Population-Panel-for-
Innovation-HAPPI-Report-2009/, 2009

Barton, C. ‘Home ownership and renting: demographics’, House of Commons Library Briefing Paper, 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7706/CBP-7706.pdf, 2017 

Battersby, R. ‘Integrated by Design. Housing and Care for older people in the UK. Current provision and 
emerging trends. An overview’, PRP architects,  
https://media.prp-co.uk/web/brochures/PRP_Integrated-by-Design_2014.pdf, 2014 

Beach, B. ‘Generation Stuck: Exploring the reality of downsizing in later life’, ILC UK, 
https://ilcuk.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Generation-Stuck.pdf, 2016

Berrington, J. ‘The value of sheltered housing’, National Housing Federation,  
http://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/pub.housing.org.uk/Value_of_Sheltered_Housing_Report.pdf, 2017

Best, R. ‘Accommodating our extended middle age’, Hanover Housing Association,  
http://thinkhouse.org.uk/archive/hanover@50.pdf, 2013 

Best, R. & Martin, A. ‘Rental Housing for an Ageing Population’, All Party Parliamentary Group on Housing 
and Care for Older People,  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/HAPPI-5-Rental-Housing-for-an-Ageing-Population/, 2019

Best, R. & Porteus, J. ‘Housing our Ageing Population: Plan for Implementation’ (HAPPI2).
APPG inquiry report, Housing LIN,  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Other_reports_and_
guidance/Housing_our_Ageing_Population_Plan_for_Implementation.pdf, 2012 

Best, R. & Porteus, J. ‘Housing our Ageing Population: Positive Ideas (HAPPI 3). APPG inquiry report, 
Housing LIN, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Other_
reports_and_guidance/HAPPI3_Report_2016.pdf, 2016

Birchall, L. ‘BME Elders Housing and Health Promotion Project’, Housing LIN,  
http://www.housinglin.org.uk/_library/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/Housing_LIN_case_
studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_131_BMEElders.pdf, 2017 
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Birkbeck, D. ‘Deck access, balconies and bungalows: new trends in HAPPI award-winning buildings’, 
Housing LIN, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Reports/
HLIN_CaseStudyReport_HAPPI-Buildings.pdf, 2014

Buffel, T. (ed). ‘Researching Age-Friendly Communities: Stories from older people as co-investigators’.  
The University of Manchester Library,  
http://hummedia.manchester.ac.uk/schools/soss/brochures/Age-Friendly-Booklet.pdf, 2015

Care & Repair England. ‘Street Design for Age Friendly Neighbourhoods’, Care & Repair England,  
http://careandrepair-england.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Age-Friendly-Street-Design-Sept-
2016.pdf, 2016 

Care & Repair England. ‘Homes fit for ageing’. Care & Repair England,  
http://careandrepair-england.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Key-Messages-Brochure.pdf, 2017

Centre for Ageing Better. ‘A year in review: our impact in 2018-2019’, Centre for Ageing Better, 
https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/year-review-impact-2018-2019, 2019

Centre for Ageing Better. ‘Adapting for Ageing’, Centre for Ageing Better,  
https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/sites/default/files/2018-10/Adapting-for-ageing-report_CfAB_0.pdf, 2018

Centre for Ageing Better. ‘I live in a home and a neighbourhood suited to me – a roundtable summary 
report’, Centre for Ageing Better, https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-09/I-Live-in-a-
Home-and-Neighbourhood-Suited-to-Me-2.pdf, 2016 

Centre for Ageing Better. ‘Room to improve. The role of home adaptations in improving later life’, Centre 
for Ageing Better,  
https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-12/Room%20to%20improve.%20The%20
role%20of%20home%20adaptations%20in%20improving%20later%20life.pdf, 2017

The Centre for Sustainable Development. ‘Affordable warmth & health impact evaluation toolkit’, CSD, 
https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/toolkits/fuel-poverty/affordable-warmth-and-health-evaluation-
toolkit.pdf, 2016 

Chartered Institute of Housing. ‘How to… make effective use of adapted properties’ CIH,  
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/How%20to%20make%20
effective%20use%20of%20adapted%20properties.pdf, 2014 

Chartered Institute of Housing/Housing LIN. ‘New Approaches to housing for older people’, CIH,  
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/New%20approaches%20to%20
delivering%20better%20housing%20options%20for%20older%20people.pdf, 2014 

Chartered Institute of Housing/Housing LIN. ‘Sector showcase… housing and independent living‘, CIH 
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/Sector%20showcase%20-%20
housing%20and%20independent%20living.pdf, 2018

Clark, S. ’Retirement Living Explained: A Guide for Planning & Design Professionals’, Churchill Retirement Living, 
https://www.churchillretirement.co.uk/assets/Retirement-Living-Explained-Planning-Report-web.pdf, 2017 

Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment. ‘Inclusion by design. Equality, diversity and the 
built environment’, CABE,  
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/inclusion-by-design.pdf, 2008
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Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment. ‘Homes for our old age: independent living by 
design, CABE, http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118111654/http://www.cabe.org.uk/files/
homes-for-our-old-age.pdf, 2009

Committee on Climate Change. ‘UK Housing: Fit for the Future?’, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/
Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/UK-housing-Fit-for-the-future-CCC-2019.pdf, 2019

Copeman, I., & Porteus, J. ‘Housing our Ageing Population: Learning from Councils meeting the needs of 
our Ageing Population’, Local Government Association,  
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/5.17%20-%20Housing%20our%20ageing%20
population_07_0.pdf, 2017 

Croucher, K., Pleace, N., & Bevan, M. ‘Living at Hartrigg Oaks; Residents’ views of the UKs first continuing 
care community,’ JRF, University of York,  
https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/residents-views-continuing-care-retirement-community, 2003

Davies, B. ‘For future living: Innovative approaches to join up housing + health’, IPPR North,  
http://www.ippr.org/files/publications/pdf/for-future-living_Oct2014.pdf?noredirect=1, 2014 

DCLG. ‘Delivering Lifetime Homes, Lifetime Neighbourhoods. A National Strategy for Housing in an 
Ageing Society’, DCLG, https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120919190334/http://www.
communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/deliveringlifetimehomes.pdf, 2008

DCLG. ‘Lifetime Neighbourhoods’, DCLG, https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/6248/2044122.pdf,  2011 

Design Council CABE. ‘Active by Design. Designing health places for healthy lives: A short guide’, Design 
Council CABE, https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/Active_By_Design_
Brochure_web_LATEST.pdf, 2014

Design Council. ‘Design for Care: Transforming care for the 21st century’ Design Council,  
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/Design%20Council%20Design%20
for%20Care%20Vision.pdf, 2014 

Design Council. ‘Inclusive Environments. Built Environment Industry Action Plan ’, Design Council,  
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healthy placemaking on people is clear – so how can we create places that deliver healthier lives and 
help prevent avoidable diseases?’, Design Council, https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/
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http://whiteleyvillage.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Whiteley-Foundation-Ageing-Well-collection-of-innovative-thinking-_December-2017-.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/The-challenge-for-designers-is-to-show-that-the-most-sensible-housing-for-older-people-can-also-be-the-most-desirable/
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/The-challenge-for-designers-is-to-show-that-the-most-sensible-housing-for-older-people-can-also-be-the-most-desirable/
https://wslaw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Housing-for-Older-People.pdf
https://www.demos.co.uk/files/TopoftheLadder-web.pdf?1378922386
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Demos_APPG_REPORT.pdf
https://www.demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Building-Companionship-Report.pdf
https://www.demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Unlocking-the-Market-Demos-Report.pdf
http://www.who.int/ageing/publications/Global_age_friendly_cities_Guide_English.pdf
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Appendix: New Publications in the 3rd Edition
The following is a list of reports published and added to the Reading List since our 2nd edition (Dec 2018):

All Party Parliamentary Group on Ageing and Older People. ‘Decent and Accessible Homes for Older People’, 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/appg/appg-for-
ageing-and-older-people---report-on-decent-and-accessible-homes-for-older-people.pdf, 2019

Arnold, L. A, ’21st Century Eco-Almshouse: St. John’s Almshouses, Lichfield’,  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/Housing_LIN_case_
studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_150_St-Johns-Almshouses.pdf , 2019

Best, R. & Martin, A. ‘Rental Housing for an Ageing Population’, All Party Parliamentary Group on Housing 
and Care for Older People,  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/HAPPI-5-Rental-Housing-for-an-Ageing-Population/, 2019

Centre for Ageing Better. ‘A year in review: our impact in 2018-2019’, Centre for Ageing Better, 
https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/year-review-impact-2018-2019, 2019

Committee on Climate Change. ‘UK Housing: Fit for the Future?’, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/
Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/UK-housing-Fit-for-the-future-CCC-2019.pdf, 2019

Dickson, C., & Hailey, D., ‘Just Living – Homes for our future selves’, ColladoCollins,
http://www.colladocollins.com/publications/2019/just-living, 2019

Edwards, M. & Porteus, J. ‘How to develop a community-led approach to age friendly housing in Central 
Bedfordshire’, Housing LIN, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_
materials/Reports/HLIN-CLH_Report.pdf , 2019

Foundations. ‘Housing Options, Downsizing, Move on Services From Staying Put to Moving On: A new 
role for Home Improvement Agencies’, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/
OtherOrganisation/Foundations_move-on-paper.pdf, 2019

Gwent Regional Health, Social Care and Housing Strategic Partnership. ‘The Appropriate and Rightsizing 
Study’, http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/866/Summary%20%20Document%20-%20
The%20Appropriate%20and%20Rightsize%20Study2_.pdf, 2019

Habinteg, ‘A Forecast for Accessible Homes’, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/
OtherOrganisation/Accessible_housing_in_local_plans_research_final_online.pdf, 2019

Kenny, T., Samuel, Prof. F., Serin, Dr B., & White, Dr J.  ‘Design Value at the Neighbourhood Scale’, 
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Design-value-at-the-
neighbourhood-scale.pdf, 2018

Leibrock, C. & Proctor and Matthews Architects, ‘Designing Inclusive Later Living Communities for HAPPI 
Residents’, Housing LIN, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/
Housing_LIN_case_studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_152_ProctorMatthews.pdf, 2019

ODESSA. ‘Optimising Care Delivery Models to Support Ageing-In-Place’, The University of Sheffield, 
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.765778!/file/OdessaConferencePublication.pdf, 2018

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/appg/appg-for-ageing-and-older-people---report-on-decent-and-accessible-homes-for-older-people.pdf
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/appg/appg-for-ageing-and-older-people---report-on-decent-and-accessible-homes-for-older-people.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/Housing_LIN_case_studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_150_St-Johns-Almshouses.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/Housing_LIN_case_studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_150_St-Johns-Almshouses.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/HAPPI-5-Rental-Housing-for-an-Ageing-Population/
https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/year-review-impact-2018-2019
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/UK-housing-Fit-for-the-future-CCC-2019.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/UK-housing-Fit-for-the-future-CCC-2019.pdf
http://www.colladocollins.com/publications/2019/just-living
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Reports/HLIN-CLH_Report.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Reports/HLIN-CLH_Report.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Foundations_move-on-paper.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Foundations_move-on-paper.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/866/Summary%20%20Document%20-%20The%20Appropriate%20and%20Rightsize%20Study2_.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/866/Summary%20%20Document%20-%20The%20Appropriate%20and%20Rightsize%20Study2_.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Accessible_housing_in_local_plans_research_final_online.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Accessible_housing_in_local_plans_research_final_online.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Design-value-at-the-neighbourhood-scale.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Design-value-at-the-neighbourhood-scale.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/Housing_LIN_case_studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_152_ProctorMatthews.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Practice_examples/Housing_LIN_case_studies/HLIN_CaseStudy_152_ProctorMatthews.pdf
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.765778!/file/OdessaConferencePublication.pdf
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Royal College of Occupational Therapists. ‘Adaptations Without Delay’, Housing LIN,  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Other_reports_and_
guidance/Adaptations-Without-Delay.pdf, 2019

Shakespeare Martineau/Housing LIN. ‘Shining a Shining a spotlight on the hidden housing market’, 
https://d2286mqfb4wzue.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/27102446/Shakespeare-
Martineau-Housing-LIN-later-living-report-2019.pdf, 2019

Stern, D., Warren, I., & Forth, A. ‘A Home for the Ages: Planning for the future with age-friendly design’, 
RIBA/Centre for Towns, https://www.architecture.com/-/media/gathercontent/work-with-us/additional-
documents/final-agefriendly-reportpdf.pdf, 2019

Tata Steel. ‘Neighbourhoods of the Future, creating a brighter future for our older selves’, Agile 
Ageing Alliance, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/
Neighbourhoods-of-the-Future-2019.pdf, 2019

Thorley, J. ‘Building Age-Friendly Neighbourhoods in Greater Manchester: evidence from the Ambition 
for Ageing programme’,  https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/
Building-Age-friendly-neighbourhoods-in-GM.pdf, 2018

Van Ossenbruggen, E., Fikken T., Macaluso, A., & Sánchez Gassen, N. ‘ACPA – Adapting European Cities to 
Population Ageing: Policy Challenges and Best Practices’, ESPON, https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/
Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/ACPA20-20inception20report20revised.pdf, 2019

Versus Arthritis. ‘Adapted Homes, Empowered Lives- A report about aids and adaptations.’  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/adapted-homes-
empowers-lives-report.pdf, 2019

https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Other_reports_and_guidance/Adaptations-Without-Delay.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Other_reports_and_guidance/Adaptations-Without-Delay.pdf
https://d2286mqfb4wzue.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/27102446/Shakespeare-Martineau-Housing-LIN-later-living-report-2019.pdf
https://d2286mqfb4wzue.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/27102446/Shakespeare-Martineau-Housing-LIN-later-living-report-2019.pdf
https://www.architecture.com/-/media/gathercontent/work-with-us/additional-documents/final-agefriendly-reportpdf.pdf
https://www.architecture.com/-/media/gathercontent/work-with-us/additional-documents/final-agefriendly-reportpdf.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Neighbourhoods-of-the-Future-2019.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Neighbourhoods-of-the-Future-2019.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Building-Age-friendly-neighbourhoods-in-GM.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/Building-Age-friendly-neighbourhoods-in-GM.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/ACPA20-20inception20report20revised.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/ACPA20-20inception20report20revised.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/adapted-homes-empowers-lives-report.pdf
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/OtherOrganisation/adapted-homes-empowers-lives-report.pdf


About the Housing LIN
The Housing LIN is a sophisticated network bringing together over 25,000 housing, health and social care 
professionals in England, Wales and Scotland to exemplify innovative housing solutions for an ageing 
population.

Recognised by government and industry as a leading ‘knowledge hub’ on specialist housing, our online 
and regional networked activities:

connect people, ideas and resources to inform and improve the range of housing choices that enable •	
older and disabled people to live independently

provide intelligence on latest funding, research, policy and practice developments, and •	

raise the profile of specialist housing with developers, commissioners and providers to plan, and •	
design and deliver aspirational housing for an ageing population.

To view a selection of other resources on designing age friendly housing and the built environment, visit 
the Housing LIN’s online ‘design hub’ at: https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/browse/Design-building/ 
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